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^DOCTRINE OP BAPTISMS, AND OF LATIKG 
-^V"* °^ HANDS." (Heb. vi. 2.) 

'Ilia 
€t 

Tuf'Sk are many unlearned members of tbe Church 
Eagland, who frequently bear objections raised against th« 
Doctrines and practices of their Cburcb, but who, from want 
of information, are unable to reply to them. 

It is for such welUmeaning, but uiileaToed, persons, thai 
tbe following pages are intended. There are manj/ doctrinej 
and practices of our Church, which are violently attacked 
by Dissenters; the present remarks, however, are chiefl; 
confined to the defence of Infant Baptism and Confir- 
mation. 

I shall divide the subject into two parts; giving, in the 
first, our reasons for baptizing Infants, and for using 
Affuaon, or Pouring, rather than Dipping; and, 
second, explaining the nature and importance of Confirma- 
tion, and the reuons of the Church of England for retaining 
it amongst her Services. 

In order to render tny remarks on Baptism as simple and 
intelligible as possible, I shall arrange them in the form of 
B Churchman's answers to the objections of a Baptist ; 
placing each answer opposite to the objeclion to wbich it 
refers. 




PART I. 

Ok the Baptism of Infanti. 



1 



BAPTISTS OBJECTIONS. I CHURCHMAN S ANSWEKS, 

1, Infants ougbt not to be 1. Before you caD prove 
baptized, because we do not this, you must make it appear 
read in the New Testament tbat tbere were no InfaBts, nor 
children Dot come to years of 
discretion, in " the household '' 
of Ljdia, (Acta xvi. 15.) in 
that of the Jailor at Philippi, 
who " was baptized, he and alt 
/lit," (AcU xvi. 33.) nor in 
thatofStepbanas,(lCor.i. 16.) 






thflt any persoi 
by the Apostles, es 
tie vers, th<it is,— pei 
having come to years of dis- 
cretion, made a profession of 
Repentance and Faith. 



2. If 



r had i 



leuded that Infants should be 
baptized, the Apostles would 
have been sure to have re- 
corded that this was His will. 



9. Tbere is nothing in 

Scripture which can in any 

way counlenance the notion 

.that Infants may be baptized. 



2. Dy no means, but Just 
the contrary. Infants always 
had been admitted into Cove- 
nant with God under ihe old 
Diapensatitm, and therefore, 
if Christ bad intended that 
this should cease to be the ca»e 
under the new Dispentation, 
He would surely have expresslv 
said 30. But as He did not 
expressly say so, we conclude 
that children may be made 
memh&Tsoi the Gospel Church, 
as they used to be made mem- 
bers of llie Jniiitk Church. 

Wben our Saviour took 
children in His arms and 
blessed ihem. He said " ofmch 
the Kingdom of God." 
(Mark s. 14.) Now He either 
meant Ikt Kingdom of Qai ja 
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ANSWERS. 

Heaven, or the Kingdom of 
God on Earth, (that is^ His 
Church.) Supposuig that He 
meant His Heavenly Kingdom^ 
then surely, if children are fit 
to be subjects of the Kingdom 
of God in Heaven, they are fit 
to be members of His Church 
on Earth. But if He meant 
the Church, His Earthly King- 
dom, the question is settled 
at once ; and by this declara- 
tion of our Lord's, children 
may be baptized, for it is by 
Baptism that men are made 
members of His Church ; so 
that which-ever way we under- 
stand this saying of Christ's, 
it still countenances the notion 
that Infants may be baptized. 
Again, St. Paul says, (1 Cor. 
vii. 14.) that if a Christian 
man is married to a Heathen 
woman, or a Heathen man 
to a Christian woman, the 
unbelieving party is sancti- 
fied by the believing ; that is, 
the marriage is regarded as a 
Christian marriage, for the 
sake of the believing party ; 
*' else " says St. Paul, *' were 
your children unclean ; but 
now are they holy." But if 
the offspring of a Christian 
marriage are " holy,^^ they are 
then fit to be members of 
Christ's Church, that is, fit to 



None of the first Christ- 
tChurcbes baptiKeil lolanls. 



iWESG. ^^M 

The above, titen^l 



ANSWESG. 

be baptized. The al _ 

is another passage *hich coun- 
tenance!) lite notion. Again, 
St. Paul, both in his Epistle to 
the Ephesians, and in that to 
the Colossians, expressly ad- 
dressed children : (Eph. vi. 1. 
— Col. iii. 20.) and yet these 
Epistles are addressed to " the 
saints and faithful brethren." 
(Eph. i. 1.— Col. i. 2.) The 
"cAi/f/ren," then, whom he ad- 
monishes, ivcre "saintt and 
faithful brethren" that is, 
were baptized members of the 
Church, regarded as " holj'." 
(ICor.vii. 14.) This then, is 
another passage, which coun- 
tenance* the notion. 

4. So far from this being due, 
the fact is, that ait the first 
Chrittian Churches did bap- 
tize Infants. There are very 
many proofs that they did so. 
The following, however, is 
sufiictent : — 150 years after 
the death of the Apostles, a 
Council of 66 Bishops held a 
consultation on the question, 
whether a newly -born child 
might be ba])tixed before it 
was 8 days old, or whether its 
Baj>tism should be delayed 
until the Oth day, as circum- 
cision usc<l to be amongst the 




5. The Church of England 
says, that all lofaots, who are 
baptized, arc converted and 



6. The Church of England 
says, that all baptized persons 
are regenerated, and that is the 
same thing. 



ANSWERS, 

Jews. It was decided by tbe 
CouDcil that it might be bap- 
tised before tbe 8th day, and 
not a word was said against 
Infant Baptism, every one was 
agreed on that point, it being 
a thing; taken foe granted, as 
universally allowed; the only 
subject of debate was, whether 
the Infant should necessarily 
be kept unbaptized till the 8th 
day OF not. 

6. The Church of England 
nowhere lays down such 
stupid and monstrous dootrine. 
nor says any thing whii;h can 
give the least encouiagcmeDt 
to such a notion, 

6. The Church of England 
certainly does say, that those 
who receive Baptism rightly 
are regetterated ; but that L 
quite another thing from say- 
ing that they are converted 
and saved. 

The sense in which the 
Church used the word Regene- 
ration is very different from 
that in which Dissenters us 
When she says that a person 
is regenerated, she means, 
that he is pat into a state of 
Salvation, that is, a ilate in 
which he tnay be saved, noi 




tur^^^l 



ANSWERS. 

tine in vvliicb he is 
being saved. 

In this sense every one who 
is made a member of Christ's 
Church by Baptism is regene' 
rated ; he is brought into a 
society, in tchich Salvatimi ta 
attainable, into a Kingdom 
over which ('hrist is King, and 
in which the Holy Spiritdwells 
and acts. This, therefore, is 
a new state to him. He is said 
to be regcDcrated, or Iwrn 
agaiD, into this slate of Salva- 
tion. The principle of Spirit- 
ual Life is giveu him, but 
udIcss he is doily reacweU by 
the Holy Spirit, and enabled 
by God's grace, to nourish the 
Holy Principle within him, he 
will never grow up to spiritual 
maturity, or, in the end be 
recognized by Ciod as His son, 
since " they." only, " that are 
led by the Spirit of God" arc 
recognized as "the sons of 
God ;" though grafted into the 
true Vine, he " bears no fruit," 
and therefore is " taken away" 
by the Heavenly Husbandman ; 
(John XV. I, 2.) he is a branch 
that "abidelbnutin thevine," 
he is therefore cast "forth as 
a branch and witliered." (John 
ST. 6.) 

From nil thi^, iberefote, it Ib 




We do not think that 
.tbU is what the Bible meaDs 
by Regeneration. 



ANSWERS. 

plain that when the Churcb 
speaks of baptized persons as 
"regenerated" she does not 
mean that tbey are converted, 
or that they will necessarily be 
saved, altliough in tbe case of 
baptized Infants, who die be- 
fore they commit actual nn, 
sbe ventures to pronounce that 
they are undoubtedly saved. 

7. If you do not tbink so, 
every Christian writer ftom 
the time of the Apostles, for a 
thousand years and upwards, 
did think so. And there ia do 
doubt whatever that all the 
early Cbristians, from tbe veiy 
days of the Apostles, did think 
so too. It is only in modern 
times that tbe terra Regener- 
ation has been used in the 
vith Convernon 
and Renewal. And tbe Church 
of England wisely retains the 
Ancient sense of the word, 
thinking that all tbe Cbristians 
ubo lived Just after the Apos- 
more likely to know 
tbe true meaning of the term, 
than persons who live at this 
great distance of time from 
tbem. 



We think it beat to oh- 8. Here you are inconsist- 

nothing which is not ent. You keep the Sabbath 

" ' 1 the Scriptures, on the ^rst day of the week* 





instead of the tevenlh, and 
this is not commanded in the 
Scriptures. God rested on ike 
gevtnlh day, and coimnaaded 
that it should be kept holy. 
There is no cotntnand in llie 
Scriptures to keep the _first 
day holy, and yet you do so. 
All that is said on the subject 
is, that the Apostles used to 
meet on the first day of the 
(veek, and that St. John had a 
vision on that day, but it is 
nowhere said that they kept 
the Sabbath on that day, or 
that we ought to do so. We 
know why you do it. You do 
it because all Christians from 
the Apostles' time (with a very 
few esceptions)* have kepi the 
first day of the week, as a 
Sabbath in honor of Christ, 
who rose from the dead on 
that day. And it is partly on 
the same ground, that we 
baptize Infants (because all 
Christians from the Apostles' 
time donnwiuds have done so.) 
Again, you profess to be 
gcided in all things by the 
Bible. How do you know 
what books form part of the 
Bible and what do not ? You 



ANSWERS, 

may look tlie bible tbrougfi, 
from beginnJDg to end. bat 
you will find 111) list of tbe 
booka which ought tucompoK 
the Scriptures. There are 
some of the books of the Bible, 
which contain proof within 
themiilnea that Ihey come from 
God, such as prophecies which 
have been fulfilled, and the 
; but how can you prove 
that other books which coataiD 

>n]y histories or moral pre- 
cepts, such as for instance, 
the book of Esther, — how, I 
, can you prove that books 
like this form part of God's 
word, and have a right to be 
bound up in the Bible ? Why, 
because they have alwayt Aeni 
believed to be part of the 
word oj God, — because, there 
has never been any doubt in 
the Church of God that tkeg 
are to. This is your reason 
for believing it. 

But if you allow this reason 

o influence you in one thing', 
you cannot consistently refuse 
to let it do so in another. 
You keep the Sabbath on the 
first day of the week, because 
Christians in all ages have 
done so, though the Bibh doea 
not command it. You are alau 
satisfied with the consent of all 



We thJDk the use of 
isors (or God-lathers and 
■mothers) unscriptutal and 
;Iess, as it is impossible 
De human being to answer 
od for sDother. 



ANSWERS. 
Christians as to the books of 
the Bible, though you lind 
nowhere io the Scriptures a I'st 
of the books which you are to 
regard as inspired. Why then 
should you pay no attention to 
the universal consent of all 
Christians (until modern times) 
ou the subject of Infant Bap- 
tism ; If it he sufficient reason 
for altering the day of the Sab- 
bath, surely it would also be 
sufficient reason for baptizing 
Infants, even if there were no- 
thing in Scripture to counte- 
nance the practice. 

9. Infant Baptism being 
proved to be lawful, the use of 
Sponsors follows as a matter 
of neo'ssity. 

Some oue, of course, must 
present a child, who is unable 
to present himself. This duty 
naturally devolves on the Pa- 
rents of the children, and 
amongst the first christians. 
Parents usu 'ly acted as Spon- 
sors for their own children, 
except when the children of 
Heathens or Infidels were oc- 
casionally baptized, in which 
case, other believers presented 
the children instead of the 
Parents, and were colled God- 
fathers and God-mothers. But 
since the Parents, even thoui;h 
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they profess Christianity, may 
be unworthy and irreligious 
characters, the Church of 
England (to obviate such diffi- 
culties) has ordered in ail caset 
that they should not be Spon- 
sors for their own children, 
but that three persons who are 
Communicanh should under- 
take that office.* 

The duties of the Sponsors 
are, simply these, — to present 
the child to Baptism, and 
to undertake that it shall be 
taught its responsibilities and 
duties, as a baptized member 
of Christ's Church, as soon as 
it shall be able to learn them. 
The answers made by the Spon- 
sors are therefore virtually pro- 
mises, that it shall be brought 
up in a godly and christian 
manner. 



* These rules, it must bo confessed, are not adhered to so frequently as 
they ought to be. 



Un the Mode of Administering Bapti 
baptist's objections. 
1. We object to Baptism, 
as it is administered in the 
Cburch of England, because 
it is always adnainiatered by 
sprinkling a little water on the 
}, instead of by dipping the 
whole person under the water. 




2. But the very word 

" baptize " means to dip, and 

ir used in any other sense. 



CHURCHMAN S ANSWERS. 

1. Baptism is generally 
(nay, almost always) adminis- 
tered in the Church by pouring 
water on the baptized person. 
This we admit, but it is not 
necessary that tliis should be 
the case. If you refer to the 
rules in the Baptismal service 
in the Prayer-Book^ you will 
find, that both in the " Public 
Baptism of Infants," and in 
" the Ba|>tism of such as are 
of Riper years, "the Priest is re- 
quired ei(A(T to dip, or ta pour, 
icater upon the person whom he 
is baptizing. So that any one 
may have his children baptized 
by Immersion, or may be bap- 
tized in that manner himself, 
if he be a proper Candidate, 
and have not been previously 
baptized in his Infancy. 

It is not the case, that the 
Church of England requires 
sprinkling : it is nowhere en* 
joined, and, if adopted by any 
one, is an irregular firactice, 
for no Clergyman has any 
authority to baptize except 
cither by Dipping or Pouring. 



2. The woni baptize cer- 
tainty does mean to dip, but, 
in the New Testament, il is 



OBJECTIONS. 



I 
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frequently used in another 
sense. Thus, in Luke xi. 38, 
the Pharisee (who had asked 
our Lord to dine with him) 
'* marvelled that He had not 
first washed before dinner.'* 
Now St. Marky when he re- 
lates the circumstance, says, 
that the Pharisee's astonish- 
ment was excited, because our 
Lord and His Disciples had 
''not toashed their hands be- 
fore dinner." (See Mark vil 
2, 3, 4.) But in the Greek 
Testament (which is the true 
one, that is, the one written by 
the Apostles) the passage in 
Si. Luke is, "The Pharisee 
marvelled that He was not 
first baptized before dinner." 
It is, therefore, plain that the 
mere washing of a person's 
hands is called " baptizing ^ 
him, so that, in this case, the 
word *• baptize " does not mean 
to dip a person under the 
water. 

St. Mark (vii. 4.) says, that 
" the Pharisees and all the 
Jews, when they come from 
the market, except they wash, 
eat not." In the Greek, it is, 
" except they baptize themselvei, 
eat not,'' It is not likely that 
the Jews dipped themselves 
under water every time thev 



3. Wlieu out Saviour ivas 
kptized by Jobn tbe Baptist, 
1 Mas immersed, tbefefore 



ANSWEBS. 

came from the marltet; but it 
is very likelif that they washed 
their hands, face, or feet ; 
and this partial washing ia 
called " baptizing themselves." 
jiild appear, therefore, that 
his caie also tlie word 
baptise does not mean to dip. 
St. Paul, (Heb. ix. 10.) 
speaking of certain Jewish, 
ordinances, calls them, "meats 
and drinks, and divers wash- 
gs ;" which in the Greek, is 
meats and drinks, and divers 
baplUmi." Now, if we refer to 
Numbers viii, 7, we shall lind 
of these BaptUmt en- 
joined. " Sprinkle water of 
purifying upon tliem, &c." 
And again, in Numbers xix, 
17, 18. 19, 20. we find an 
account of another of these 
Baptisms, which consisted 
|>artly iu sprinkling, partly in 
bathing. And from both these 
passages we may learn, that 
the word Baptism does not 
always or necessarily signify 
dipping, but that it may mean 
a partial application of water, 
such as would follow on jiour- 
ing or sprinkling. 

3. When our Saviour was 
baptized. He went down into 
the water, and mai/ have been 
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Christians should be baptized 
in the same way* 



4. All the Baptisms men- 
tioned in the Scripture, as per- 
t(>rmed by the Apostles and 
others, were performed by 
Immersion. See particularly 
the case of the Ethiopian 
Kunuch, (Acts viii, 30 — 39.) 



ANSWERS. 

immersed ; but of this we can- 
not be sure ; He may have 
stood in the water, and water 
may have been poured upon 
Him while so standing. Be- 
sides, you can prove nothing 
from the manner in which our 
Saviour was baptized, because 
He received John's baptism. 
The Baptism which we are 
commanded to receive is 
Christian Baptism, not John's, 
It was instituted by our Savi- 
our, just before His Ascension 
into Heaven. Matt, xxviii. 
18, 19 ) St. Paul's conduct 
to the disciples at Ephesus, 
(Acts xix. 1,2, 3, 4, 5} proves 
that John's Baptism (vvhich 
our Saviour received) is differ- 
ent- from Christian Baptism ; 
although it was doubtless, 
typical and emblematic of it, 
and preparatory to it. 

4. We do not deny that 
some of the Baptisms men- 
tioned in Scripture were per- 
formed by dipping : nay more, 
we think Immersion the better 
mode of administration (as 
our Church evidently does) 
but we think pouring also law- 
ful, and maintain that some of 
the Baptisms mentioned in 
Scripture were performed in 
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th at way . In the case referred 
to, of the Eunuch, we think it 
highly probable that he was 
Immersed, yet it cannot be 
proved that he was, or that 
any other person was. We 
are nowhere told that the bap- 
tized persons went under the 
water, and (as we have said in 
the case of our Saviour) we are 
at liberty to conclude that they 
may have stood in the water, 
and so have had water poured 
upon them. But we maintain 
that there are some cases men- 
tioned in Scripture, in which 
the parties could not have been 
immersed. 

The first Christian Baptism 
recorded in the Acts of the 
Apostles is that of the 3,000 
persons, who were baptized by 
St. Peter and the other Apos- 
tles on the day of Pentecost. 
(Acts ii. 41.) Now, could 12 
men have dipped 3,000 on one 
day ? Besides, the day of 
Pentecost is the same as our 
Whit-Sunday, which occurs at 
the end of May or beginning 
of June, at which time the 
brook Kedron (the only river 
near Jerusalem, and which is 
at best a shallow stream) is 
always nearly dried up. How 
then could 3,000 men have 



C2 





ANSWEHS, 

beeD dipped in it? 
what but a rirer could so large 
ber have beeD dipped at 



all? It s 



far 1 



B pro- 



bable that they were baptized 
by pouring small quantities of 
water upon each of them. 

AgaiD, St. Peter, at the 
house of Cornelius, after that 
the Centunou and his family 
were converted, determined 
that they should be baptized. 
Now, here was no want of 
water. Csesarea, in which 
Cornelius liced, was on the 
Sea-coast, but St, Peter, in- 
stead of proposing that they 
should go dowD to the water, 
asks that water should be 
hrougbt to them. " Can any 
man forbid water," says he, 
' that these should be baptized 
who have received the Holy 
Ghost as well as we ?" (Acta 
X. 47, 48.) This does not look 
as if he intended to dip them. 

Again, the Jailor at Phil- 
lippi and all his family were 
baptized by Paul and Silas, 
on the night of their conver- 
^on, in the prison. It is not 
very probable that they had 
water enough in the prison to 
dip them in, but it is exceed- 
iugly probable, that there was 
enough to pour on them. 



^^^^^ 


OBJECTIONS. 


ANSWEHS. 


t. But B&plism is said to 


ft. It is hy no means cer- 


)>e a Burial with Christ, and 


tain that any outtiiard repre- 


It must be ailniittecl, that 


sentation uf Burial was io- 


dipping is the most Bignifitiint 


tendeil in Baptism,~-at all 


reptseiitdtiuD of a tiurial. 


events neither dipping, nor 




pouring represent the peculiar 




form of C'Ari*t'f bnrial, wLu 




was laid in a Sepulchre hewu 




out of a rock, and not covered 




wilh eoitA at all — However. 




if Baptism were intended oul- 




wardty tu represent Durial, wc 




admit that dipping is the most 




Bignificaotrepreseulation of it. 




because the person baptized. 


H^^^^^^^^pi 


being laid under water, repre- 


^^^^^^^^^^C 


sents burial under the earth. 


^^^^^^^^F 


and his re-appearance above 


^^^^^^^^^^B* 


the water, represents his lising 




with Christ. But still " pour- 


^^^^^^^^V ' 


ing" is also a representation of 




Burial, because it represents 


^^^I^^^^H^ 


the heaping of earth upon the 




party buried. 


On all thcae accounts, we feet couvinced that tt n of no 


consequence, whether Baplism be admin isle red bj' dipping 


or pouring, and conHe<|uenlly, since our climate is so cold, and 


for the Bake of avoiding much inconvenience, we generally 


administer it by pouring, though, at the same lime, we are 


always ready to administer it the other way, if requested 


to do 10. 


Summary of the above. 


It appears, therefore, that we ptaclice Infant Baptism, for 


the following reasons :— 



Because, vie know Ihat Infants used to be made members 
of the Jtwiik Church, and we ihink, that tf Christ had inleod- 
ed iheoi not to be admitted members of His Church, He 
would have taken caie to have left an expieus comniand to 
that effect ; but because there is no such command, we con- 
elude, that it IB His Will, that tliey should conlinue to eujo; 
the Bame privileges under the Gospel, which thej used to 
enjoy under the Law ; 

Because, we find that the Apostles baptized families Knd 
households, and it has uever been proved to us, that there 
were no Infants in those families and households: 

Because, we read that our Lord, speaking of children, said 
"of buch is the Kingdom of tiod;" (see answer 3.) and 
that Si. Paul calls the children of christian parents "holy." 

Because, we learn from history, that the first christians 
baptized Infants ; 

Because, we hnow that it was the universal custom, until 
the Baptists opposed it in modern times, and that ihey can- 
not produce a single passage of Scripture, which directly 
forbids it. 

It also appears from the above, that we do not generally 
baptize by Immersioii ; 

Because, the word " Baptize," as it is used in the New 
Testament, does not always uean to dip, but sometimes lo 
apply water partially ; 



21 

Because, in the Baptisms mentioned in Scripture, it cannot 
be strictly proved in any one case, that Immersion was used 9 
and in several cases, it appears quite impossible that it could 
have been used. 

Because, if Baptism be intended outwardly to represent 
Burial, the representation is conveyed by Pouring as well as 
by Dipping, though not so significantly < 




PART II. 

On Conjiriiiation, or " the laying on of bands." 

Confirmation is a solemn rite in which persous, who 
have been previously baplized, are brought before lh«r| 
Biahop, or Chief Minister, ia order that he may lay bis hand* 
upoD them, and pray to God to send dowu (be Holy Spirit 
to take possessioD of their beBits. 

Before that the true intent and nature of this ordiQt 
cao be rightly understood, it is aeccaaary to have a cl«Bf 
understanding of the diSereot orders of the Christian Minis- 
try, and of their respective duties. 

lu the New Testament, we read of three different ranks of 
Ministers; the first and highest are called Apostles, the 
second, Bisbops, and the third. Deacons, 

At the time of our Saviour's ascension into Heaven, there 
were only eleven Apostles; Judas, one of the twelve, hav- 
ing betrayed his Master, and hanged biaiself, Matthia 
however, was soon elected to fill his place, (Acts i. 26.) St. 
Paul was afterwiirds added to the number, and after him 
many others ; llius "James, the Lord's brotltei;" isspokei 
as an Apostle by St. Paul,* (Gal. i. 19.) although he waa 



' It iina slffByH beeD beliered, that "James, the Lord's brother'' w 
tbflchiefPiBtor of the Church of Jecusslem. He certainly seems to ban 
bad anthorilyin that Church, When St. Peter waa dohTered ont of Pri- 
■on, hia lirst care was Ibat hie safety should be made known to " Jomcf ami 
the brelhten," (Acta lii. 17.) Wbeu the Apoatlea met in couucil, at Jeiq- 
anlem, it appeaiH that Jsmes presided, and deliversd his opinion wi& 
anthority, (Acta iv. 6—13—19.) Again, on St. Paul's »rrival in JeniM. 
lem, alter his travels, he last no lime in aeeiog the chief Miniater of tlW 
Chorcb, accordingly, on "the day following," be "wont in with ua n; 
James, and all the Elders were pregent," 
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me of the tireWe, (being a distinct person from Ja^ 
tfae Son of Zebedee, and James, the Son of Aljtbeus.) 
Epaphroditus, also \i sljled an Apostle by St. Paul; 
s also mentioned as if he too were an Apostle. 
kl Cor. is. 5, 6.) It Iherefarc appeari, that there were 
tethers besides the original Apostles, who Lore that name 
pnd office. St. Paul speaks of ihem as "his brethren the 
lApoBtles of the Churches, and ibe glory of Christ. "t 
j These Apostles, or Chief Ministers, hud the power of 
jgDveraing and arranging alt things in the Church, and of 
Sordaining the Bishops and Deacons, of whom we find an 
account in 1 Tim, iii, and who are also mentioned 
^hilip. i, 1. 

.Their usual method in founding a Church In any place 
pas to appoint a sufficient number of these Bishops and 
iDeacons, with authority to preach the word of God, to ad- 
nninister the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, 
ilo visit the sick members of the Church, and to execute other 
ttwrts of the ministerial office. But although they did this, 
Xhey never forgot that they themselves were the persons to 
Jwhom these solemn duties had been immediately eatrusted 

fy Christ, and that these inferior Ministers were acting Oi 
trough the authority which they in their Innt, had delej 

See Pbilippiaas ii. iS, where the word " MeaBsager" ia Afmtle iuu. 
urinal. ' ' Epitpliroditus, my hnither, imd aompinioD in labour, and fel- 
owaoldier, but your Apostle," ThBL-outeitBeeina to imply, tliat he was 
ibiefMinialer of the Church at Philippi; and history tella ua that he iraa. 



\ See 4 Cot. viii S3. 



u, viii S3. In this pauwe also, tlie word ia oar I 
" Messengers," but ttie ongiual word ii "Aputla." 



to them, sod cniisequently, tiiey kepi u)j a sirici superinteud- 
ance aver them. Thej nsert to visit the different Churchei 
rrom time to lime, to set ri^ht those things which hail faWn 
ioto (tiBorder, and to sanction, bv their auihurity, »I1 that the 
inferior Ministers had regularly done in their absence. 

Thus, St. Paul, in llie exercise of liis duty as an Apoatlf, 
wrote £piallci or letters to the various Churches which i 
had established, and gave ihem all necessary dircctionsiit 
We 6nd l.im also calling together the " Elders" or Cferg; 
men, of the Epiiesian Church, (Acts xx. 17.— 35.) giving 
them a solemn charge and admonition, speaking to t 
with all authority as their spiritual superior. 

As the first Apostles grew old, and began lo Hje off, tiri 
saw the nece^sily of fixing certain of ibeir owu order ii 
differeat parts of the world, that they might (each iii his o 
district) execute the same authority which they themseln 
had been accustomed lo exercise in the Universal Cburcb 

In this way Timothy was sent to Ephesns, with full a 
thorily to rule over that Church, to ordaia and to i^overntl 
inferior Ministers, "committing the truth to failhfut tUH 
who should he able lo teach others also." 

In the same way, Titus was sent into Crele, ■* tu set il 
order things that were wanting, and to ordain elders ii 
City." 

It is plain then, that there were in those days these tbi 
orders of Chiistian Ministers:— 
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1st. Aposllps, (called also "Angels* of ibe Chi 
2od. Bishops. 




1= 

||Now, soonaDcr the Apostles (lied, ihc gift of miracles w 
Ithdrann from the Church,— that is, the Ministers of ihe 
jjurch were uaable to do the same woflderful deeds which 

Ey used lo do. They couhl no longer give sight to the 
id, nor speech to the dumb, — (hey could no longer raise 
je dead, nor heal the sick. All these wonderful powers 
^e necessary at lirst (o convince the people that thay came 
pm God ; but when the Gospel had obtained a footing in 
K world, they were withdrawn, because they were no longer 
pessary. When this came to pass, the chief Ministers of 
te Church were ashamed to call themselves any longer 
postlet, since they could no longer do what the Apostles 
Id done. They therefore dropped that name, which they 
lokcd upon as sonjelhiug too sacred for ordinary men, and 
^tented themselves with the name of Bishops, which had 
rrmerly belonged lo the second oider of Ministers.t How 
ftn, it will be asked, were they to be distinguished from 
|ch otberl Why, the second order from that lime were 



I* See ReTelatioDB ii. and iii. Id Ihese Chapters Qie Mess^es to tti? 
Hen Chorcfae* ofABia, Bra addressed, in esch cnaa, to "thi Angel" ai 
Kef MinintBrofibe Church. We koow thHt there were nonv n misters 
L*aoli of Uipae Churcbvs, for there had been several elders in the 
&rchnfEphesua, 30 fears previoasly.wheu St. Piiul adclreBsed them 
kMilfltas, (Acta ix. 17.) Ihe person who in slrled the "Angel ofthe 
B&ich" was the chief Pastor, snoh as Jamea, tlie Lord's hcathecTimoIbj, 
fbia, £paphroditnS| &G. 

it be remembered, that there is good uuthcrity for I 



r Elders ;* so that those wbo were firrt 
I called Bishops, those who wer< 
iw styled Priests (or Elders), whih 
original name, anii from thet time 
ave Leen koonn reapectivelv I 



called Priests (or 
called Aposlles, were n{ 
first called Bishops, were i 
the Deacons retained thei 
to this the three orders 
these Ihree lilies: — 

1st. Bishops, 

2Dd. Priests, 

3rd. DeaciHia; 
■he Bishops being the representa lives and direct v 
sors of the Apostles, — and the inferior Ministers, the I 
and Deacons, beittg assistants of the Bishops and solemol 
ordained or appoiated bj lliem. I have dwelt on this subjecti 
because as 1 have already lemarlied, unless it is cleart) 
understood that there are three distiuct orders of Mini 
ters, it is impossible to have correct notions wilb regard 14 
Coii6rBialion. 

You will therefore understaad, from what has been M 
down, Ihnl the Bishops are the chief officn-f in the Cbnicl 
of Christ, and that their sanction and aulbority is necessar 
to render valid any miDisterial act of the inferior Officers.t 



"Thew 



n.pt( 



■ Bhort way of writing Pr 
Priest aud Elder ace the 8M 
ipplied to all wlio boisi 



.wbicbistheCceeki 
' This title aeeniB at the (1 
the Churcb, imil to have memit much the same ua anr Engliib 
Clai^Tinaii, thuagb afterwards, as it ia observed abor^, *' 
atedtB Ministeraof the second OTilei. 

-(- It is on this icoount, thut Churalmen cannot cff^iiii 
Dissenting Teatlieta o* traa Miniatera of Christ. ThHy r 
who me good and sincere amongst them, and rnenn them as piona i 
wetl-meenin); petsons, hut they cannot regard them ss Christian Mlniit. 

A tmc CAriilian Miiiiiler ia one wbo ia both invHiriJIy niivcl ig A 
BoXf GAoiI to cake tlist office npon him, nod who ia alao avSm 
10 fijpeninu pniMidi D/"flii('iiJTflj (• iirrf«i« «rt*n. 
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It waa In llie Apostles anJ tbeir representatives to "ibe 
' end nf the world," (see Matt, xxviii. 16 -20.) that our Savin ui 
^'g&ve the comoiiisiuii to bapiiie and teach all nations ; and 



inurnid call girns thi will tv act ai a Uiiiutiri Bad the dapoiUiou In 
4a ID fuUlifuIly sod lealoaily, but it cannot of itaeircoDfer autkoritu to do 
80. By wa; of example, a man loay liare a ^raat deaire to be a MagU- 
Uate, an ot&cer in the Militia, or to nnoploy btmself in public busineis. 
Tiiiadciirt nil! make him fiti the iLtnntioa usefully sod dili^ntly, 1/" he 
slioold be appointed to it. but ihc duiro ef acting does not miMt him a 
Mnpstnilo or other officer. He must iirat have a regular appointment 
from the Queen, aigoed by the Lord Lieutenant oi the County. This 
appsiatmeai nr commiaaion giiei him his authority ; and even if he baa do 
k wish to act. or to da hia duly in that capacity, yet, bnrin;; been nppomled. 
be ie nepertbeleaa iu office, and all hia ot^ciaJ actd aie recognized aa auch 
by the law of the laud. 

Now, whit the Queen ia to the Country, that Jesui Chriat iatu His 
Church; He ia King and bead over all things to it What the Lords Lien- 
it Bruin their Counties, that the Bishops arv in their Dioueses ; iliey 
re their authority froiu Chriat, and act for Him just as the Lordi Lieu- 
it rec aire tbeir authority from the Queen, and act for her. And as 
the Lords Lieatenant am the only persons empowernd bj the Qneen to 
appoint Magiatrates. OSiceia. iic. so the Bishops are the only poTsana 
empowered by Christ lo appoint Ministers. And precisely in the same 
way as a man nhohasa wish to he a Magistrate is not one, t^l he receires 
* ^ appOLQtment from the Lord Ueutenant, ao a man who has an mward 
to the Ministry, ia noes MiitiittTi nndt he receives hia Ordination Irani 
the Bishop And, moreover, precisely as a man may be appointed, with- 
out a desire for the appointment, and is therefore in office (though an 
inaffieient and uiifit penon); so a man without on iriDoni call to the 
~ 'inislry, may receive the outward Ordination, and (though ao unlit and 
iproper perikiQ, and not atnotly speaking, a true Ministerof Christ)bis 
icial acta will be valid, and wiU not be without a blessing to tliose who 
use them in aiiaple bith in Gud'a promise, and in Christ's ordinances, 
without references lothaunwortbineaa of the instrument- 
is a common notion, that the Ijneen appoints the Bishops ; no King or 
■a on earth can do so. The Queen names ■ person to Jill ■ Uishop- 
inl ttiiBisallaheciindDin themalter ; for if the other Bishops do not 
n him, he cannot be a Bishop, nor have any antbonty in the Church, 
oarae, unless the person named by the Queen be notorioualy unfit for 
dice, the other Bisliops cannot well refuse to ordain him, and eoiue- 
tly. there it no iustance, of lata, of theirrefusiagtodoso. Balthev 
the power, and would exercise it in an extreme case. They derive 
ibeir authority from Christ, through the Apottlei and their successon. 



consequently, though they have in alt ^es authorised the 
inferior Ministers (the Priests and Deacons) to act for them, 
yet they have always considered it necessary to put their moL 
as it were, on their ministerial acts; and they have aJwaji 
done this, in the case of Baptism, by solemnly laying that 
Itands on tkoie laho have been baptized, and by praying Ota 
them.* By so doing, they stamp the transaction with proper 
authority, and prevent all doubts as to its validity. 

The person baptized is, by the act of Confirmation, lecOg- 
iiized as a member of the Church, by one who has full povrei 
and authority to do so. 

It was with this view, that St. Peter and St. John, 
sent (as Apostles) to Samaria, to ratify the Bap 
which, had been administered by Philip the 
(Actsviii. 14—17.) 

The people of Samaria had been converted by Philip, 
had been baptized by him, but as he was onl; 
(which is the lowest of the inferior orders of Minist«n, 
two Apostles were sent down from Jerusalem to ratify 
amfirm what he had done. 

We find in this case, that when the Apostles laid their hanih 
on the Samaritan converts, "they received the Holy Ghost." 
(Acts viii. 17.) We also find that when St. Paul laid his hanill 
on those persons at Ephesus, whom he bad just before 
baptized, "the Holy Ghost came upon them." (Actsxix.fi, 
On these grounds it has always been believed from that tin 

* In the PiimitiTe Churoh, Conliriaation wai always regarded u ' 
"Seal" put upon Bnptjam, and an iniportuut (if not on essenlial) putB 
thit SacramenL 



to this, that when the rite of Cotilirmation (or as St, Paul 
calla it, -lavingonof hatida,"(sDeHeb.vi. 2.') is humblif a.aA 
Jaitkfull^ xised , the same results will follow, — Not, of course, 
that we may look for an j of the jnii-acH/ou» gifts of the Spirit, 
such as were twstowed oa the first Christians for eipecial pur- 
poses, (for, as I have already observed, they have been with- 
held for many ages); but I repeat, that it has always been 
believed, flora the Apostles' time to this, that in the case of 
thoie ■who humbly and TeveTenlly uie this ordinance as an ap- 
pointed means of grace, the prayers offered up by the Bishop 
on their behalf, beseeching God to send down His Spirit 
upon them, are neither unheard nor unanswered. 

Oa this accouDt, it has been usual in all ages of Christ's 
Church to confirm baptized persons as soon as it may con- 
veniently be done after their Baptism. Those who arc bap- 
tized after they come to years of discretion, should (as our 
own Church enjoins) embrace the very tirst opportunity of 
receiving Confirmation ; whereas it seems only reasonable that 
those who are baptized in Infancy should wait until they are 
able to understand the nature of their Baptismal engage- 
ments, and in their own persons to undertake what was 
promised for them in their Infancy.' 

By far the greater number of those who ure confirmed in 
this country consists of persona who were baptized while 
they were yet Infants, and cousequently Confirmation has 
ffenerally come to be regarded ai an act in irkicli a perion 
(now come to gears of discretion) take* vpon himarlf those 

' This CDBtom, hawerer rensonable, is peculiar to tbe Weatern Cbureh* 
In the Ea«teni diurchps, Infants receive fmpaaition of hnnda, aa hod m 
they btvB beeDbaptiied. 
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thingt which were farnierly undertaken vt kit behalf by hii 
turetiei. So few were the ioBtances of Adult Baptism, 
the Prayer Book wa,g compiled,' that the CoolirmatiH 
Service seems hardljr to contemplate the ease of aoy but thtnt 
baptized in Infancy, although the direction at the end of the 
Service for Adult Baptism, inaltes ContiriDatiou the datyti 
those also who are baptized after they come to yeajB of 
discretion. 

From these observations, you may readily perceive hoir 
solemn and edifying an ordinance that of Confirmation is, if 
decently conducted, and humbly and reverently used. 

But, alas, how grievously is it too often profaned ! 

What a distressing sight ia it lo witness (as wc are too 
fre<]uently compelled to witness) parties of ignorant boys 
and girls carried to a neighbouring town to be Confirmed, 
apparently without a thought of the Dreadful Majesty of that 
Great and Terrible God, to whom they are about to profe 
allegiance and service ! Who would suppose that they were 
on the road to the House of the Lord, there (o bend their 
knees before the Most High, and, in the presence of one of 
His Chief Ministers, to promise that they will be the Faith- 
ful Servants and Soldiers of Christ Jesus the Crucified? 
Who would not rather imagine that they were bound for some 
scene of mirth and amusement, that they were about to 
gle in "the pomps and vanities of the World," ratber than 
to profess to give them up for ever. 

• Forioany years ofter the Eogliah PrByer-Book was first publi 
tlure wu no Service for Adiill Baptism. So uoiTorsul ia tlioje dayj 
I tbepitcticeof InfoDtBaptisia, 



The loud laughter, the giJdy deraeaaour, the careless anil 
mpadeat stare, ail bespeak great ignorance ur inilifiereuue, 
iiid make the heart of the sober Christian to ache, when he 
reflects that these same thoughtless children, are about to 
enter into the preseDCe of the ' King uf kings, "and there to de- 
I clare that they are willing to take upTsE Cross, and follow 
their Crucified Saviour, in humility, patience, and self-denial, 
and be ordered by the Governance of His Holy Spirit, unto 
their life's end. Who can wonder at tbti reproach, the ridi- 
cule, the scorn, with which this Holy Ordinance of Confirma- 
tion is contioually assailed ? Whocan be surprised if unlearned 
and ignorant persons speak contemptuously of Christ's Holy 
Baptism, as it is administered in our Church, when they see 
the Baptismal Covenant outwardly ratified and sealed in the 
persons of those who scarcely know what Baptism really is. 
But, on the other hand, it is to be hoped, that the evil, in 
many cases, is more in appenrance than in reality, and that 
very many of those who are Confirmed, are dce[jly sensible of 
the solemn engagement on which they are entering, and are 
siucerely desirous that they may be enabled to fulfil it; nay 
more, it cannot be doubted that very many do receive Grace 
and Strength, whereby they are enabled to fulfil it. 

Some allowance, too, must undoubtedly be made for the 
youth of the parties, and for the excitement which must ever 
be felt by young persons, in taking part in any thing which Is 
so publicly performed as Confirmation usually is. 

It is undoubtedly possible, that many of those who deejily 
feel the importance of the work in which they are engaged, 
may, nevertheless, be betrayed into a levity of demeaaour. 



whioh, thoua;') it weir the appearance of anconcern, maj 
in reality, nothing more than the ot'erilowin^s of youthC 
juyousness of lieart. Still, even this, on such an occaiioa, 
H unseasonable anil wrong : anil to tai/ the feast, is catn 
lated to ciinae this Holy Ordiuancc to be evil spoken of h 
those who are hostile to it. 

In this (and indeed in all things of a spiritual nature) 
much must always depend upoD the Ministers nf the sei 
Parishes, 

If every Minister were careful to explain to the yoSBi 
persons the solemn natui'c of the profession involved 
Confirmation, and the awful sin which must be incurred It 
those who make such a profession thoughtlessly and carelessly; 
— if he were cautious in ndniitting no one to Con firm at ton, 
but those whom he conscientiously believes to be sincen, 
and who give tome evidence of a humble desire to be made 
the true servants and children of God ; if on the appointed 
day, he were to accompany them to the place of Conlii 
tion, and back again, — never losing sight of them, 
keeping them constantly under his own eye : — If, I say. every 
Minister were careful to do all this, improper CancfiHates 
would be rejected, and the Service of Confirmation, would 
then appear what the Church intended it to be, a gracious 
and edifying ceremony, instead of being, what it frequently 
becomes, a solemn mockery of God. 

It is very much to be wished, that it were possible for the 
young persons of each Parish to be Confirmed in their own 
Pariah Church. 

They would then feel, that the ceremony was one of a. 
strictly religious character, and there would be none of that 



jexciteincnt of the animal spirits which must more or less 1G 
[felt, where young people reaortto a ueighbouriiig Town, and 
iineet oumbers of their own age assembled from the surround- 
ing Parishes. But this, however desirable, must of course 
be impracticable, so long as the Districts over which our 
Bishops preside are so vei^ extensive as they now are. 

But to return to our subject ; — however Confirniation may 
in some instances be abused, it is by no means necessary that 
this should be the case. The fault is not in the institution, but 
in those who use it irreverently. 

The question which we have to ask on this and similar 
subjects, is not whether a ceremony has been abused or nut, 
but whetker it in, or it not, an Ordinance of God. 

If it be one of God's institutions, it is our duty humbly 
and thankfully to use it, and to do all lu our power to pre- 
vent the abuse of it. 

That CoDfirmatioD, or " the laying on of hands," is an 
institution of God, we cannot deny. It is mentioaed by St. 
Paul, in Hcb. vi. 2. as one of the fundamental " Principles of 
the Doctrine of Christ." It has moreover been practised in 
every age of the Church since the days of Christ, and was 
never neglected until comparatively modern times. It is not 
for ui to say that It is not an essential part of Christian 
Discipline. St. Paul tells us that it is ; and we shall shew 
our wisdom by listening to an inspired Apostle, and to the 
voice of Christ's tiuiversal Church, rather than to the carnal 
reasoniugs of a few objectors in modern limes. 

In conclusion, let me beg of you to read and think over 
what I have said. 



Do not be frightened if you are told that the " writer is ii 
darkncBS and does oat know the truth ;" this ia always sud 
by all persons, of those who differ from them. 

I might have said so of those who differ from the Church 
of England, but I have refrained from speaking harshly 
them or their opinions. I have merely stated and attempted 
to defend the truth, and have carefully abstained from con- 
demning what I believe to be error. Be not carried awaj 
then by any reproachful remarks which these pages ma) 
elicit. He not too ready to he imposed on by that affected 
pity which spiritual Pride ever pretends to entertain for those 
who presume to think fur themselves. If what I have said 
lie not all grounded on Scripture, 1 do not ask \ou to believe 
it. But, if it he — and recollect that I have produced Scrip- 
ture in support of every statement— then It is your boundek 
duty to receive it as the Doctrine of God's Holy word. 

The Spirit of God alone can fit us for receiving the TniOi. 
The humble, teachable disciple is taughtfrom on high, while 
the arrogant self -conceited professor is left to grope in dark' 
ness. In the case of Divine knowledge, as in all other things^ 
" He tilleth the hungry with good things, but the ri<^ He 
Hendeth empty away." 

Let us then ask of Him to give ua this hunger, — this 
est desire to know and to obey the Truth ! i*t us go to Him, 
as little children, and ask Him to take us, as it were, into Hi 
Si'hool, let us entreat Him to bear with our ignorance, oi 
slowness, our stupidity, — to " /uake vs tin tier si and the way of 
Hia Statutes," and to " choose the way of Truth." 




I io the Burial Seivioe of the Cliutcli of 
'EuglaoJ, all who me baried sie spoken of hs undoubtedly saTerl, This, 
Jiowever, is b. Tory great mistake Ihere are threa Benlentes whicb seem 
o feTOur that notiun. ThEt nre the following: — 

FoiaBmucb an itliath pleased Almighty God i« Uiki unit Himielfihtiimi 
if our dtar brnlhtr, here departed, ire [tierefore commit lui hoilyto the 
groond : eanh to eurtli, aahee to ashes, dust (o dust, in luri sari certatR 
hopt Bfihe BntiTTrct'um (e Elemal Life thrmAgh our Lard JttV4 ChriU," 
'• WeKit TUe heartg ihmki.foT ihst it hath flaaed Tbce, U dtliviT thii 
•T hnthCT tnit of the miiirietof |W» lin/ui lonrW ." 
"ThatwlienivcdepartthiBUfe, wemsjrest in Him, aiaurhtpe ii.tkii 
IT hoiher daCh." 
Now, every one of these passages is most strikingly appropriate, when 
used over one who has really died in the true faith of Jesus Christ. But 
erery one of them may also be used without impropriety, over the grave 
of those, whose Efemd Prospects item to us tobflinvolTed in glpoai. 

The first sentence does not refer to the RiniTTtcHm nf lAe indnidual 
buried, but to the Resurrection of the whole body of belieTBra, without 
reference to him. The meaning iithis ; — "We are here commitling our 
dear brother's body to tbe ground to be turned to decay and corrupnon ; 
bst we do so with a fall and hrm belief in thatgrent article of our Creed 
' tbe Resurrection of the dead.' Though we here witness a Spectacle of 
JdttTtalils, yet the eight does not diminish our belief in the jminorliilitir 
wbich awaits the cbildreu of God at the last day. We therefore commit 
is body to the ground, in sure and certain hope of tbe Kesarrectioo to 
£CeniaI Life." If tht individuart BtiurTtclltH bad been meant, it would 
iniiope of BIS Resunetlionto Eternal Life." 
If you hare any doubt ontbe subject, tbe form appointed for those tLatare 
-buried in tbe Sea (at tbe end of ibe Faalms in tbe Prayer Book) will 
e it. The anme Service is to be used, only instead of saying " we 
.t liis body to the ground, Uc," the following is to be aaid, "We 
tbeiefore commit bis body to The deep, to be turned into comiplioii, look- 
ing for the Resurrection of tlie body (w ben the Sea shall give apberdead) 
and the Life of tbe Worid to come." 

le eipression, in tbe same sentence, ** it bath pleased Almighty 
ike unto HiiDSelf tbe soul of our dear brother," this isa coaeUnt 
Wky of speaking of Death. SoloiDon, in the Bcok of Ecclesiastes, ipeaking 
of Death in general, says," Then shall the dust return tothe Karth asit 
s, and the Bpirii shall letam to Cod who gave it." (Ece.zii7.), 



The second passage, in which " we give hearty thanks to God, for de- 
liverin g our brother out of the miseries of the woild/* may be used over the 
grave of any one. We are bound to thank God for every dispensation of 
His Providence, however afflictive. We know that the departed is re- 
moved out of a miserable world, and for that we thank God. We are 
silent as to hisytiture state, for whatever we may fear, it is impossible for 
us to know any thing. 

the third* in which we say, "as our hope is, this our brother doth,*' ia 
the strongest expression in the Service. But still, as we cannot possibly 
tell what a man's state is in the unseen world,-Tas we cannot tell what 
God may have been pleased to do for his soul, even in the very hour of 
death, — wemay undoubtedly make use of the obove expression, and, like 
Abraham, <*hope even against hope." 



FINIS. 



J. LOrElt, FBINXER AND UOOKSELt ER, WOODBRICCl. 
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